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Senate
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, August 31, 1998, at 12 noon.

House of Representatives
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1998

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETERSON).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
August 5, 1998.

I hereby designate the Honorable JOHN E.
PETERSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

With all the tasks before us and the
competing voices that demand atten-
tion, may we hear Your still, small
voice, O God, that calls us to lift our
eyes to see Your vision and to hold fast
to our faith to see each day through.
We pray, O loving God, that Your grace
will be sufficient for all our needs and
Your promises will lead us in the way
of truth and righteousness. Guide us in
the day and protect us all the night
through so that we will be good stew-
ards of Your gifts to us. In Your name,
we pray. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KAPTUR led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes per
side.

f

TRIBUTE TO ILLINOIS VFW MAN
OF THE YEAR JOE BERG

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in tribute to Illinois VFW Man of
the Year, and Collinsville native, Joe
Berg. Mr. Berg was selected from near-
ly 100,000 Illinois Veterans of Foreign
Wars to be named the 1997–98 Man of
the Year and has been a dedicated lead-
er in both his post and the state VFW
organization.

Mr. Berg has held numerous positions
with the VFW, most recently serving

as a state public relations director, dis-
trict commander, and chaplain in local
post 5691.

Joe also has served the Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in many positions
and has balanced his life between his
church, family, and the VFW. I am
proud to recognize this veteran who
has answered the call to serve in so
many ways throughout his life, and I
offer him congratulations and thanks
on behalf of all veterans.

It is with the tireless efforts of peo-
ple like Joe Berg that the memories
and deeds of those who fought on for-
eign soil will not be forgotten.

f

HOUSE TASK FORCE ON SERIOUS
MENTAL ILLNESS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, we all
know the name Russell Weston, Jr.,
and we all know that he tragically
took the lives of two fine Americans,
Officers Jacob J. Chestnut and John
Gibson. But many Americans still do
not know that this tragedy could have
been avoided, not by installing even
more security here, but by improving
the state of health care available to
the seriously mentally ill among our
citizens.
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